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LE MONDE 
FRANCE 
20 NOVEMBRE 2011 
 
 
De Bethune : une « vision futuriste » primée 
 

 
 
La montre DB28 de De Bethune a obtenu l’Aiguille d’Or 2011 au Grand Prix 
d’Horlogerie de Genève 
 
Innovante, racée et absolument originale : la montre DB28 de De Bethune a obtenu 
l’Aiguille d’Or 2011 au Grand Prix d’Horlogerie de Genève, récompense suprême du 
monde de la haute horlogerie décernée par un jury international de professionnels. 
Et le jury a vu juste: la DB28 est tout simplement sidérante, comme toutes les 
créations de De Bethune, maison fondée en 2002 par David Zanetta et Denis 
Flageollet à La Chaux L’Auberson en Suisse. 
Lune sphérique, acier bleui, balancier en silicium/platine, système triple pare-chute 
et berceaux mobiles, cette montre incarne la « vision résolument futuriste de l’art 
horloger » de De Bethune. Son raffinement technique va de pair avec l’audace de 
son design : la beauté à couper le souffle de la DB28 s’apprécie quand on la 
regarde mais aussi quand on la porte, grâce notamment au boîtier ultra-léger en 
titane et aux berceaux mobiles qui s’adaptent à la taille et aux mouvements du 
poignet. 
Ce garde-temps, dont le nom rappelle l’univers de Star Wars (on pense à R2D2), a 
aussi quelque chose de poétique avec sa fonction « mouvements de Lune ». « A 
l’image de ce que l’on peut observer dans le ciel, » explique De Bethune, « les 
phases de Lune se lisent par un affichage exclusif à l’aide d’une sphère en platine et 
acier bleui tournant sur son propre axe avec une précision d’un jour toutes les 122 
années ». 
L’Aiguille d’Or 2011 rend hommage à l’une des plus jeunes maisons de haute 
horlogerie suisse, qui dès sa création a fait sensation parmi les professionnels et les 
collectionneurs. De Bethune incarne une rare alliance de recherche et 
développement, savoir-faire artisanal et inspiration artistique qui se combinent avec 
un style totalement cohérent et modernissime. 
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« Je considère que la valeur artistique d’une montre doit être présente dans tous ses 
élements et non pas avec juste un joli cadran, un moteur et aucune âme, » dit Denis 
Flageollet. De fait, De Bethune s’est imposé en moins d’une décennie comme le 
Picasso de la haute horlogerie : chacun de ses garde-temps est une création à nulle 
autre pareille, révolutionnaire. 

Le Grand Prix d’Horlogerie de Genève a été créé en 2001 pour « saluer l’excellence 
des productions horlogères mondiales » et « contribuer à la promotion de 
l’horlogerie et de ses valeurs : innovation, transmission du savoir-faire et quête de 
l’excellence ». La cérémonie de remise des prix 2011 s’est déroulée au Grand 
Théâtre de Genève en présence de la présidente de la confédération helvétique, 
Micheline Calmy-Rey, et de 1500 personnalités du monde horloger. 
 
Eric Dumatin 
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ELITE TRAVELER MAGAZINE 
NEW-YORK, USA 
JANVIER-FEVRIER 2012 
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SPIRAL 
HONG KONG, CHINE 
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Grand Prix d’Horlogerie de Genève 2011 
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MARIE CLAIRE 
HONG KONG, CHINE 
DECEMBRE 2011 
 
Best of the Best 
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HONG KONG TATLER 
HONG KONG, CHINE 
DECEMBRE 2011 
 
Time to Shine 
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REVOLUTION 
HONG KONG, CHINE 
EDITION 17 
 
Grand Prix d’Horlogerie de Genève novelties in Hong Kong 
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METROBOX 
HONG KONG, CHINE 
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WORLDTEMPUS.CN 
CHINE 
05 JUIN 2011 
 
>  http://www.worldtempus.cn/news/events/grand-pix/grand-prix-

2011/detail/article/1305945256-gphg-
2011/?L=0%2Fsort%2Fprice%2Fasc%2F%2Fsort%2Fprice%2Fasc%2F%2Fsor
t%2Fbrand%2Fasc%2F%2Fsort%2Fbrand%2Fdesc%2F%2Fsort%2Fbrand%2
Fdesc%2F&cHash=b3b64ebaabac26b9451234ed5fa36efc 

 
Ì:č钟ń|� (GPHG) 2011——�l�ÉĖ¯h  

< ŠjƅÌ:čž�钟ń|1Ƅ 2011 
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WORLDTEMPUS.CN 
CHINE 
05 JUILLET 2011 
 
>  http://www.worldtempus.cn/news/events/grand-pix/grand-prix-

2011/detail/article/1309833092-
gphg/?L=0%2Fsort%2Fprice%2Fasc%2F%2Fsort%2Fprice%2Fasc%2F%2Fsor
t%2Fbrand%2Fasc%2F%2Fsort%2Fbrand%2Fdesc%2F%2Fsort%2Fbrand%2
Fdesc%2F&cHash=193222552cc196f2145842e20c28bca1 
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ASIATATLER.COM 
HONG KONG, CHINE 
11 DECEMBRE 2011 
 
>  http://www.asiatatler.com/hong-kong/watches-jewellery/best-best-watchmaking-

grand-prix-d’horlogerie-de-geneve 
 
Best of the Best in Watchmaking: Grand Prix d’Horlogerie de Genève 
The prestigious watch exhibition and competition continues to recognise the elite in 
horology 
 

�  
 
Celebrating its eleventh edition this year, Grand Prix d’Horlogerie de Genève 
(GPHG), also known as the Geneva Watchmaking Grand Prix, will be held on 
November 11 at the Geneva Grand Théâtre. 
 
Recognised as the Oscars for the watchmaking industry, each year this much 
anticipated and prestigious event aims to give recognition to the exquisite 
timepieces that fully exhibit the essence of haute horology in its respective 
watchmaking categories. 
 
The awards are open to all watch brands, without any distinction base on nationality 
or price criteria. Names such as Patek Philippe, Vacheron Constantin, A. Lange & 
Söhne, Chopard and Van Cleef & Arpels are just some of the previous winners of 
GPHG. 
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�  
 
Like in previous years, this years awards are divided into ten different categories, 
namely Aiguille d’Or” Grand Prix (the best overall watch among all categories and 
the most prestigious distinction); Special Jury Prize; Best Ladies’ Watch, Best Men’s 
Watch; Best Jewellery and Artistic Crafts Watch; Best Complicated Watch; Best 
Sports Watch; Best Design Watch; “Petite Aiguille” (the best watch with a retail price 
of under 5,000 Swiss francs); and the Best Watchmaker Prize, awarded to the most 
creative watchmaker of the year. 
 
In additional to these ten prizes which an independent jury judges, there is also a 
prize awarded based on public votes that will be revealed during the international 
exhibitions preceding the prize ceremony, as well as a prize for the Best Young 
Student at the Geneva Watchmaking School. 
 
Take a look at the sophisticated masterpieces from the Only Watch Auction 2011 
here. 
 
The international roadshow will take place a month ahead of the final event in 
Geneva, and the Hong Kong leg will take place from October 19-22 at the Oriental 
Watch Company in Central. Watch-lovers and connoisseurs should not miss this 
chance to take a look at the submissions for this year’s awards. 
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�  
Winners of the previous Aiguille d’Or” Grand Prix award include: 
 
2001: Vacheron Constantin, Lady Kalla �2002: Patek Philippe, Ciel Lune �2003: Patek 
Philippe, 10 jours Tourbillon �2004: François‐Paul Journe, Tourbillon souverain à 
seconde morte �2005: Vacheron Constantin, Tour de l’Ile �2006: François‐Paul 
Journe, Sonnerie souveraine �2007: Richard Mille, RM012 �2008: François‐Paul 
Journe, Centigraphe Souverain �2009: A. Lange & Söhne, Lange Zeitwerk �2010: 
Greubel Forsey, Double Tourbillon 30° Edition Historique 
 
For more information of this year’s awards and the 2011 submissions, please visit: 
http://www.gphg.org. 
 
(Photo credits: Grand Prix d’Horlogerie de Genève) 
 
Until November 18, for a chance to win a HK$5,000 cash coupon for the Oriental 
Watch Company, we invite you to enter our competition by simply guessing the 
winner of Grand Prix d'Horlogerie de Genève, all participants who make a correct 
guess will be eligible for the prize. The competition results will be announced on 
November 22. For a chance to win, enter our competition here. 
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HK ECONOMIC JOURNAL (ONLINE VERSION) 
HONG KONG, CHINE 
20 OCTOBRE 2011 
 
> http://www.ljgiftness.com/hotgossip/detail/633 
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ASIATATLER.COM 
HONG KONG, CHINE 
26 OCTOBRE 2011 
 
> http://www.asiatatler.com/hong-kong/watches-jewellery/grand-prix-d’horlogerie-

de-geneve-exhibition-hong-kong 
 
Grand Prix d’Horlogerie de Genève Exhibition in Hong Kong 
 
HK VIPs were given a rare peek of the submissions for this year’s Grand Prix 
d’Horlogerie de Genève Exhibition 
 
Our sister watch publication Revolution and Oriental Watch Company joined hands 
to bring the exquisite watches from this year’s Grand Prix d’Horlogerie de Genève to 
Hong Kong for an exclusive four-day exhibition. 
 
Being the Oscars of the watch industry, the Grand Prix d’Horlogerie de Genève, also 
known as the Geneva Watchmaking Grand Prix, pays recognition to the best 
timepieces and watchmakers in the industry. From the plethora of watches 
submitted for consideration, 72 of the most notable timepieces have been selected 
for this year’s exhibition. Some of the pre-selected watches are now on a worldwide 
exhibition tour in which watch connoisseurs from around the world are invited to 
appreciate the astonishing craftsmanship and design of these masterpieces. And, 
for the very first time, the exhibition lands in China with is hosted in Hong Kong and 
Shanghai. 
 

 
Alain Lam, Rita Hammerli-Weschke, Carlo Lamprecht, Barrie Goodridge and Dennis 
Yeung 
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Last Thursday, the watches arrived at the Oriental Watch Company’s flagship at 
Queen’s Road Central in Central. Guests and watch lovers where invited to attend a 
special exhibition opening cocktail organised by Revolution and Oriental Watch 
Company. VIPs were given the opportunity to take a closer look at these precious 
timepieces,; and also speculate which timepiece will be the wining pieces over 
glasses of champagne. 
 
The exhibition has now travelled to Shanghai and will be returning to Switzerland to 
be exhibited in Geneva prior to the prize presentation ceremony that will be held on 
November 19 at the Grand Théatre de Genève, Switzerland. 
 
Click here to check out our exclusive images from the Grand Prix d'Horlogerie de 
Genève Exhibition cocktail. 
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COVER MAGAZINE 
HONG KONG, CHINE 
26 OCTOBRE 2011 
 
> http://www.covermagazine.hk/grand-prix-d039horlogerie-de-genève/first-grand-

prix-dhorlogerie-de-genève-exhibition-hk 
 
The first "Grand Prix d'Horlogerie de Genève" Exhibition in HK 
 
The "Grand Prix d'Horlogerie de Genève" is held annually to reward the best 
timepieces and watchmakers. The most exceptional timepieces competing for the 
highly coveted "Aiguille d'Or". From the hundreds of watches submitted for the 
initial entries, the pre-selection has narrowed the choices down to 72 of the most 
notable timepieces for the year.  
 
 

 

 

For the first time, the exhibition is coming to China, making stops in Hong Kong and 
Shanghai. From 19th Oct to 22nd Oct, the 72 of the most notable timepieces will be 
exclusively shown at Oriental Watch Company's flagship 100 Queen's Road Central 
boutique.   

The jury of the Geneva Watchmaking Grand Prix awards ten prizes, inluding the 
Best Ladies' Watch, Mens' Watch, Design Watch etc. Public prize is awarded based 
on public votes during the exhibition or on the internet via the  www.gphg.org 
website or its partner sites.  ��Editor's picks: 
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Oriental Watch Company's flagship Address:�100 Queen's Road,Central, Hong Kong 
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IN MAGAZINE 
HONG KONG, CHINE 
26 OCTOBRE 2011 
 
> http://www.inmagazine.com.hk/v2/newstoday.php?pid=3722 
 
Horological Grand Prix 
 

 
 
Claimed ‘The Oscars for Timepiece’, the annual Grand Prix d’Horlogerie de Geneve 
aims to bring out the best watches and watchmakers in the world. This year, 72 
watches were preselected by the jury before the award ceremony take place on 19 
November at the Geneva Grand Théâtre. The preselected watched are now on 
display at Oriental Watch, 100 Queen’s Road, Central, Hong Kong till 22 October. 
The exhibits will then be shown in Shanghai from 27 to 30 October before returning 
to Geneve. Don’t miss this rare opportunity to relish these exquisite timepieces all in 
one time! 
www.gphg.org 
 
� Ì 內 č Ų ń | Ŕ � ^ Ø � Ų ń Ē � Å M � � Ħ ƃ î ŕ í � Ļ ś � 
ç ƃ Í m Œ ũ a i ő Õ 1 Ģ Ė Ñ Ő a ň ť g � � � Ė Œ ũ � d Ö 5 
ũ < 72   Ú �   Õ < Ľ Ė Ñ Ő ƃ ţ � Ñ Ő ĉ È Ž ý � Č ė ] | Ũ � 
100 Ł � ß Ç ń Ń Ê ļ � � < ƃ � Ù ĺ 10 × 22 Ì Ɔ � Ō R § � Ĥ � � 
ù ƃ � Ù ā 10 × 27 ĺ 30 Ì ƃ Õ § Š j Ì 內 č � ź Ć Ġ � È 11 × 19 Ì 
/ Ì 內 č | C ų Ļ Ń � Ų ń š W ŗ ë Ę Ö Ż Ō Y n \ ń ƃ æ Ö ŷ Ŧ 
ƃ | � > G ű ŧ ƀ  
www.gphg.org  
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HUISHESHANG.COM 
HONG KONG, CHINE 
26 OCTOBRE 2011 
 
> http://mag.huisheshang.com/news/exhibition-and-event/947-%20gphk-2011.html 
 
 

 
 


